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jíoÔ|zt¹íê¯u'í=ÉíP�£Ê¯íuãµ¤j�É9í����Ê�uí]¯¤rj¯uÉí
Rjtional Park in Rwanda, [where Jones has invested], 
there is a solid green line that is a |³¹uÉÊíjsí¯í 
Ê�uí¯Ê�u¹íÉ�su�í¯Øu¹íjíÉÊ¯uíÞj£¤�í�Éíj�¹�rÔ¤ËÔÄj¤í¤jsí 
Ê�jÊí�jÉíouuíyn¹«usí¹���ËíÊ¯íË�uíus�u'í̀ �jËíTjÔ¤í 
s�sí�Éí�u£´íÊ¯í¹u|³¹uÉËíÊ�jÊíµ�uruí̄ }regional 
landscapeíÉ¯íË�uíÉrj£uí̄ yí�Ô«j�ß�¥s£�yuír¯|¤�rÊí�Éí¹us
Ôrus%�í���¯Ê�u¹ír¯ÔÊ¹�uÉ�íJ¯uÉí�jÉís¯uíË�uíÉj«uí¯íjí
o���u¹í Érj£u8í�íXmêj�j�í�uír¯Øu¹Êusíy³Á«u¹í�ÔÓ�í 
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J¯uÉíÞ�¯íÔsuÁàÁ¯ËuíÊ�uíuØuË�í�u£´��íÊ¯ío¹��í 
Ë¯�uË�u¹í¤ujsu¹É�íµ��¤jË�¹¯´�ÉÊÉ�ír¯Éu¹ØlÒ¯�ÉÊÉí 
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Ê�jÊír¯Éu¹ØjÊ�¯í¹u·Ô�¹tÉí�É���|�rjÊíË�¯Ô��Êí 
¤ujsu¹É��¶�íÞ��r�í�ÉíÞ�äí�uí�jÉíµj¹Ëu¹usíÞ�Ë�í 
¯¹�j�ÉjÑ�¯ÉíÞ��r�í�jØuíuãËususíÊ�u�¹í�®�ÔuruÉí 
jr¹¯ÉÉío¯¹su¹É�íejshí�Ú±£Øuí�¯ØuÈ«uÊÉíjsí 
uØ�¹¯«uËj¤íj�ur�uÉí'&'íW�ruíË�uíÉÔ««�Ë�íË�u¹uí 
�Éí¯Þís�j£¯�Ôuíjr¹¯ÉÉí«jåí�¯ØuÈ«uËÉíjsí 
�Ô¹�És�rË�¯É�íjsíÞu�ØuíÉuuí«¯¹uí¯yíÊ�u«íÞ¯¹���í 
Ê¯�uË�u¹:í=��rjíTl¹�É�íTujruíTj¹�É�í@¯ÉuÁÛjË�¯í 
IÊu¹jË�¯j¤íj¹tí¯Þíj££ír¯££jo¯¹jË��íjsíÉ�j¹��í 
sjÊjíjr¹¯ÉÉío¯¹su¹É%íGíË�uí¯£sísjäÉ�íÊ�u¹uíÞu¹uí 
Êur�¯r¹jËÉíjsíoÔ¹ujÔr¹jËÉíÞ¯º���í�í�ÉÔ£j¹íÞjäÉ'í 
X�uÉuí´¹�ØjÊu!µÔo¤�ríµj¹Êu¹É��¶Éí�jØuísuØu¤¯´usí 
ourjÔÉuí¯yíTjÔ¤'�í

J¯uÉí�jÉí�|£Ôuruí¯Ìí�ÔÉÊíourjÔÉuí�uí 
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=ÉíÞu¤¤íjÉís¯jË��í��Éí°âí�ÔsÉ�í�uí�jÉíouuí 
�ÉËÁÔ«uÊj£í�íÞ¯¹���íÞ�Ê�í̄ Ë�u¹íÞuj£Ê�èí 
´��£jÊ�»¯µ�ÉÊÉ�íÉÔr�íjÉíTjÔ£í=££uíjsíÊ�uíAj�É�í 
o�££�¯j�¹uí=su¹ÉíE¯£r�íT¯Ø£Éu�íË¯í�ÕsíDÁÔ«uÊ�í 
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B̄ ÔsjÊ�¯í�Þ��r�í¹uruË¤äí�u£´us�íË�¹¯Ô��íjí[^í
jsí¹js�¯íjµµuj¤�íÊ¯í¹j�Éuí�-.,í«�£¤�¯í�íjí�¯Ô¹í
�¹íË�¯Éuí��Ëí�j»suÉÊíoäí@°Ý�s��í¯¹í|³¹ír¯Éu¹ØjÐ�̄ í
¯¹�j�ÉjÊ�¯É�íÉÔr�íjÉíZÔÉ�íjsí��Éí¯âí={¹�rjí
@¯««Ô�Êäí�í@¯ÉuÁØjÑ�¯íC²ÔsjÑ�¯*íOjÉÊí
&����*�íË�uíEj«´Ê¯É�íJ¯uÉí�u£´usíË¯íj¹¹j�uí
jíÉÔrruÉÉ�Õ£íXÔÉ�íO�¯íX¹j�¤íjÔrË�¯í¯yí./í£�zuÉ�êusí
¤�¯íÉÊjÊÔuÉíµj�Êusíoäí=«u¹�rjíj¹Ë�ÉËÉ%í=íÉ�«�¤j¹í
jÔrÊ�¯íá�££íÊj�uí´£jruí¯íR¯Øu«ou¹í6íjÊí>¯qj«É�í
O¯s¯�íyujÊÔÁ��í£�¯Éí́ j�Êusíoäíj»ÒÉÊÉíÉÔr�íjÉí
V¯�uí̀ ¯¯s�íDk_�íZÔÅ��íLj�uí@�jµ«j�íR¯u¤í
B�u£s��íj®sí�´u¹�j´ÉíÔuãµurËus¤ä�íJ¯�í@¤uuÉu'í

J¯uÉíÉjäÉí�uís�sí¯Êí�uÊí�®Ù¯£Øusí�íÊ�uíXÔÉ�í
jÔrË�¯í«u¹u£äíÊ¯í¹j�Éuí�ÔsÉ�íoÔËíË¯í¹j�ÉuíjÞj¹uuÉÉí
jo¯ÔÊíÊ�uí́ ¨���Êí̄ yí£�¯É%íW�ruíÊ�uí.63,ÉíÊ�uíÞ¯¹¤sí
�jÉí£¯ÉÊíjo¯ÔÊí4,í´u¹íruÊí¯yíÊ��ÉíÉµur�uÉ+íX¯sjäí
�Ë	ÉíË�¯Ô��ÊíË�u¹uíj¹uí¯¤äíjo¯ÔÊí/,�,,,í¤u�Êí�íË�uí
Þ�¤síjsí�í/3í=��rjír¯ÔËÃ�uÉíË�u¹uí�Éí¯uíjÊí
j¤¤%íM¯uÉíÞ�ËuÉÉusíÉÔr�í¤¯rj¤íuãË�rÊ�¯Éíy�»ÉË"�jsí
Þ�uí�uí¤ujÉusíË�Ãuuí�ÔË��ír¯ruÉÉ�¯Éí�í
/,,/%í�Gí03,�,,,íjr¹uÉíÊ�u¹uíÞu¹uíêu¹¯í¤�¯É�í
êu¹¯í¤u¯´j¹sÉ�íjo¯ÔËí3,,íoÔ�n¤¯íjsíjo¯ÔËí.2,í
u¤u´�jËÉ��í�uíÉjäÉ'í�R¯ÞífÞ�Ë��íË�uíD¹Ô«uË�íDj«uí
VuÉuÁØuiíË�u¹uíj½uíjo¯ÔËí0,,í¤�¯É�í0,,í¤u¯µj¹sÉí
jsí.,�,,,íoÔ�n£¯%�í

EjØ��íouuíµj¹Ëí¯yí´¹¯�urÊÉíjr¹¯ÉÉí=|¿�rjí�¹í
j¤«¯ÉÊí/,íäuj¹É�íJ¯uÉí�¯ÞÉíÞ�jÊíÞ¯¹�ÉíjsíÞ�jÊí
s¯uÉ
Ê&í�HÊ
Éíjíµ¹uÊËäíÉÊ¹j���Í|³¹Þj¹sí|³Á«Ô£j;íy�síjí
´£jruíÊ�jÊ�ÉíÔ¤¯Øus�í´¹¯Ø�suírj´�Ëj¥�íË¹äíjsír¯Øu¹Ëí
�ÊíÊ¯íur¯"Ê¯Ô»�É«í# Þ��r�í´Á¯Ø�suÉí«¯¹uíu«µ¤¯ä«uÊí
Ë�jí�ÔÊ��í$ jsí£uÊíP¯Ê�u¹íRjÊÔ¹uís¯í�u¹íË���*í
B�s��íà�£sí´£jruÉíuãÊíÊ¯íjË�¯j£í´j¹�ÉíÞ�u¹uíä¯Ôí
rjí�jØuíjí£j¹�u"Érj£uíÊu»¹uÉÊÁ�j£í�«´jrÊí�ÉíÊ�uíÞjäí
Ê¯ís¯í�Êí&&'íZ�uíä¯Ôí¹u´£�rjÊuí�Î�íÉ¯í�Êí�jÉíË�uíP�r�ju¤í
K¯¹sjíu�urÊ'íb¯Ôí«j�uí�ÊíË�uíouÉÊí�Êírjíou�íÉ¯í
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conservationists failed in the past, Jones says, was 
not recognising the needs of people around the 
parks. "If you are going to do conservation you also 
have to put on your humanitarian hat: some 
of the poorest people in the world live around the 
wildest areas of Africa. If you are going to save that 
wildemess, so future generations can benefit from it, 
you have to help the people in those areas. You have 
to bring resources and love to both the people and 
the wildlife. You can't do one without the other. They 
go hand in hand," he says. 

That is why all of his African philanthropic 
projects are run not by him, but by trusts that 
fund the communities living around the reserves. 
Although some trusts build clinics and schools and 
create jobs {"we have 900 people now on the payroll 
at Grumeti "), others give people survival tools, such 
as propane stoves (thereby reducing the 
communities' need for firewood) and solar-powered 
water pumps, so villagers can grow vegetables. In 
addition, conservation camps and junior ranger 
courses have been created and, in the dry southeast 
region of Zimbabwe, a nutritional drink is given to 
more than 20,000 children a day. That, Jones says, 
"is one of the things in Africa I'm most proud of: 
providing those kids with a nutritional meal. Kids 
and nature, that's what I care about the most." 

Jones's wife, Sonia, a former model and yoga 
enthusiast, and their four children, he says, have 
benefited hugely from their exposure to the wild and 
African people. "We spend a month to six weeks in 
Africa and are always tearful when we leave. Some 
of our best friends are here. Our youngest child came 
here when he was only six months old and wouldn't 
understand a summer without Africa. They love 
it and I know will carry on [my philanthropic work] 
well beyond my years," he says. 

Jones became one of America's most successful 
traders - making an estimated $100 million on the 
1987 stock market crash alone - because of his work 
ethic and he insists that his conservation projects 

'We just took in two 

rhinos, one of them 

a calf whose mother 

had been poached 

and had stayed 

with her carcass 

for three months' 

Lions painted by John Cleese, top, Gavin Turk, middle, Jake 
Chapman, bottom, and Ronnie Wood, above, will be auctioned 
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operate to the same standards as his financial offices. 
"Put it this way," says Mark Saunders, who runs the 
Malilangwe Wildlife Reserve, "we are very, very 
strictly governed by our budget and audited every 

year." Or, as Milton puts it: "Thirty years ago the 
philanthropic world perhaps took decisions from the 
heart. But now smart philanthropists, Paul being one 
of them, have demanded that technology, data, the 
landscape and community are all understood. Wh.ich 
has positively disrupted the NGOs and ensured that 
baseline measurement is now commonplace." 

What also works is Jones's partnership with 
Singita, the finest safari-lodge operator on the 
continent, created by the conservationist Luke 
Bailes, whose camps attract high-paying guests from 
around the world, who include Ralph Lauren, Oprah 
Winfrey and George Bush. Paying tourists, Jones 
admits, "contribute a bit financially to the bills''. 
Primarily they're there "to make more people fall in 
love with Africa ... Conservation is an expensive 
business. During Covid, we kept all our employees on 
and our tourism revenue went to zero. So we really 
need people back in the camps to spread the word." 

Poachers, he reminds me, don't stop travelling 
during Covid. "We just took in two rhinos [from other 
areas], one of them a calf whose mother had been 
poached and had stayed with her carcass for three 
months. So she isn't in great condition ... We are well 
resourced and don't have poaching. But in other 
areas, rhinos will become extinct," Jones says. 

It is heartbreaking scenes such as this that 
galvanise him. "We have to find new ways to appeal 
to people's imagination, to generate enthusiasm and 
to find critical players who can combine to make an 
effort to save those disappearing parts of Africa." 
Besides, Jones adds, "our generation has been terrible 
at being stewards of our Earth. So we need to strive 
as much as we can, so that future generations have 
the same privileges we have had." 

And that, according to Saunders, Jones does in 
spades. "He is an amazing human being, with a huge 
appetite to help people and landscapes in a very, very 
progressive way. What's more, he's not only very 
engaging and approachable - a nice human being - 
but is genuinely passionate. A really great 
philanthropist," be says. 
The Bonh ams auction in aid of Tusk is in London 
on November 9, tuskliontrail.com 
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